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WhatAmericansshould know about Guantanamo

When was the last time
you read, saw or heard
much from the media about

know about Guantanamo
~ * Letting go of detainces
1s not a good option. Al-

the Guanta- Qacda's  cur-
namo Bay — " rentNo. land
prison?  Eric GUEST No. 2 leaders
Wentz, a 26- COLUMN in Yemen were
year veteran of once  prison-
the US. Navy By Eric Wiz ers at Guan-
who worked as tanamo, and

an interrogator

and linguist at the prison,
says it's no mistake 1f you
haven't.

I remember when there
were Guantanamo storics
on a near-datly basis — that
was when President Bush
was in office. But there
have been comparatively
few Gitmo stories during
President Obama’s tenure.

The United States 1s still
holding more than 160 pris-
oners at our prison in Cuba
and, while critics here and
abroad have protested their
indefinite detention with-
out charges or tnals, they
represent a real risk to our
national sccunty.

Americans should be
well-informed when thece
dcbates arise, and they sim-
ply are not

Here are  hive things the
American public should

© 2013 FRANKLIN JOURNAL
All Rights Reserved.

the  terrorist
group’s No. 1 in Libya also
came from the prison In

Southern Russia, a number

of former detainecs went
on a rampage, killing more
than 100 innocents during a
single afternoon of attacks
In fact. these outcomes af-
ter detainees are releascd
have become so common,
Wikipedia has a page de-
voted to 1t “lists of former
Guantanamo Bay detainces
alleged to have returned to
terrorism.”

* The potential for diplo-
matic chaos. It's not hard (o
ruffle the leathers of other
world powers, which often
compromises U.S. relations
globally, as witnessed n
the aftermath of Eduward
Snowden's lecaks of NSA
spying and the Syrian crisis
Imagine the blowback onto
the United States if’ onc of

its military bases frees a
detainee that later assassi-
nates another nation’s lead-
cr or government official.

* Gitmo: the misinfor-
mation campaign. During
Wentz's time at the prison,
there was absolutely no
indication that torture of
any kind ever occurred. To
my knowledge, only four
lerrorists were ever water-
boarded — and that was
done by the CIA, and not at
Giuantanamo. Yet reporting
instnuates that torture is a
common occurrence there.
I once read a headline:
‘Guantanamo Detainee,
Who Was Waterboarded,
Tells Int'l Community ...
It doesn’'t say where the
waterboarding  occurred,
but the insinuation is there.
Such misinformation cam-
paigns are among the tactics
outlined in the Manchester
Document, also known as
the al-Qacda Handbook.

» The International Red
Cross says Gitmo 1s well
run. The prison 1s well-run
and <hould be 2 model for
the trcatment of prison-
crs worldwide - this is ac-
cording to an assessment
from the International Red
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Cross. This good news re-
garding the prison is likely
something you've never
read. Americans have been
fed a steady stream of only
bad news about the prison,
but there are good reasons
for its existence.

* Consider the source —
the lawyers of detainees
and their plea to the public.
The only news coming out
from Gitmo recently has in-
volved the detainees’ hun-
ger strike, which has had
some success in its original
purpose: to build sympa-
thy. One of the lawyers for
the detainces has also rep-
resented, in past decades,
members of the Irish Re-
publican Army, who used
the same tactic while im-
prisoned by the British. The
hunger strike came shortly
after the lawyer’s visit, and
it's not coincidence.

Additionally, while the
Bntish didn't use feeding
tubes, the U.S. military has,
which is something detain-
ees have come to count on.

Eric Wentz is a 26-vear vet-
eran of the U.S. Navy, having
served as an intelligence offices,
interrogator and linguist.
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